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					Defend the Sacred

				

			
 
				
				
				
					In August 2017, 2018 and 2019 we hosted activists, movement leaders, Indigenous elders and youth from around 50 countries, all with experience in sacred activism, inspired by the movement of “water protectors” sparked by Standing Rock. Key parts of our gatherings included aerial art actions on the Odeceixe (2017) and Cova do Vapor (2018) beaches displaying messages to stop plans for offshore oil drilling in Portugal – a campaign that proved successful. The gatherings have led to the emergence of the Defend the Sacred Alliance, in which activists support each other, join in both action and prayer and collaborate towards system change.
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Edited by The Grace Foundation, “Defend the Sacred: If Life Wins There Will Be No Losers” (Verlag Meiga, 2019) features the work and vision of around 30 activists of the emerging alliance: people from around the world who, despite everything, don’t give up.

They build autonomous communities, create livelihoods for whole regions, fight against the destruction of forests and the construction of dams, work for the restoration of natural cycles, green deserts and make soil fertile again. They turn slums into ecological neighborhoods, create new school systems, refuse to believe in the concept of hostility, develop global peace strategies and build social systems for the healing of love. Their contributions testify to a power which is in the hearts of all people. With this book, we want to awaken and strengthen this power in more and more people around the world.

Learn more and order your copy…

				

			
 
			
 
				
				
			
 
				
			
 
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Gathering 2019

The August 2019 gathering consisted of several interconnected parts: a first week of meeting between approx. 40 long-term cooperation partners for intercultural exchange, trust-building, reconciliation and vision work, a 3-day conference with approx. 300 participants and a seminar with approx. 80 participants in which included us joining an aerial art action against planned lithium mining in Serra da Estrela. Watch keynote panels, updates & slides from the conference…

				

			
 
			
 
				
				
			
 
				
			
 
				
				
				
					
				
					
				
				
				
					
						
						
							
							

							
						
 
					

				
 
				
			
 
			
				
 
			
 
			
				
			
 
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Gathering 2018

In August 2018, we hosted more than 80 activists from around the world. Read Leila Dregger’s report…

Follow the story of the gathering through the slideshow, by clicking the image.
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					Listen to the opening talk by Martin Winiecki and Sabine Lichtenfels:

				

			
 
				
				
				

				
					
					
					
/wp-content/uploads/180801_DTS_Opening_Martin_Sabine.mp3
				

			

			
 
				
				
			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					On August 4, we brought together 800 people for an aerial art action at Cova do Vapor beach near Lisbon to stop plans for oil and gas drilling in Portugal. Know more and watch video…

				

			
 
			
 
				
				
			
 
				
			
 
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Gathering 2017

We ran a successful crowdfunding campaign to bring international activists and leaders as participants and speakers.

See the story of the gathering in pictures by clicking the image.
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					Watch the talks, panels and films from the 2017 gathering

				

			
 
			
 
				
				
			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Opening speech: “What’s Sacred Activism?” | Martin Winiecki

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Cooperation with All Beings |

Sabine Lichtenfels

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Healing Biotopes Plan |

Benjamin von Mendelssohn

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Gentle Power – the Feminine Revolution
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Middle East Panel







				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

Global South Panel







				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Defend the Sacred:

What is Sacred?

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
					What is your message to the world?

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
				
				
				
				
					Water is Life! |

Tokata Iron Eyes

				

			
 
				
				
				
					
				

				
						
							
						

					

			

			
 
				
				
			
 
				
			
 
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
				
			
 
				
				
			
 
				
			
 
    





			
				

	
	






				
				
				
					
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					






 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 

 


 
 
 - Select Your Country * - 
Afghanistan
Åland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo, Republic of the
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Côte d'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea-Bissau
Guinea
Guyana
Haiti
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Holy See (Vatican City State)
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kosovo
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Macedonia, Republic of
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands Antilles
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Helena
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Saudi–Iraqi neutral zone
Senegal
Serbia and Montenegro
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe


 

 


 - Select Your Preferred Language * - 

 English
 

 Deutsch
 

 Español
 

 Português
 


 

 


 
 
 



I have read and agreed to Tamera's Privacy Policy
* required



Yes, Sign me up for the newsletter



I also want to sign up for the Ring of Power
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Please let us know you agree to our cookie policy by clicking here:
Yes, I agree. 
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Want to be part of global system change?
Stay in touch and receive our regular updates:

 
 Sign up for our newsletter
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